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INTRODUCTION      
 

     The papers of Daniel Montgomery (1789-1855), surveyor, large land owner, farmer, 
distiller, miller, and mule raiser of Sumner County, Tennessee, were given to the 
Tennessee Historical Society by Mr. Stanley Horn, Nashville, Tennessee. 
     The materials in this finding aid measure .84 cubic feet. There are no restrictions on 
the materials. 
          Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the Daniel Montgomery Papers may 
be made for purposes of scholarly research. 

 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
    The Daniel Montgomery Papers (1788-1964)  containing three volumes and 
approximately 725 items, are composed of three accounts books, land records, bills of 
sale, orders, receipts, and some correspondence dealing with land transactions in Sumner 
County, Tennessee, principally, but also in Weakley, Henry, and Obion counties, 
Tennessee. 
    The land records comprise the bulk of the collection.  There are 61 land transfers 
between 1815-1854, made out to Daniel Montgomery involving about 3,000 to 4,000 
acres of land, most of it in Sumner County.  There are 100 land entry certificates (1801 – 
1832), all copies, for as many individuals, which Daniel Montgomery probably handled 
in conjunction with his position as a surveyor.  There are numerous other land grants, 
indentures, transfers, etc. 
    Daniel Montgomery’s farm records include three accounts books: 1834, 1836-37, and 
1840-43.  These accounts deal mainly with shoeing horses, repairing wagons, sharpening 
plows, and selling whiskey, meal, etc. There are 110 orders for his whiskey.  There re 
receipts for school tuition, taxes, clothing, magazines, newspapers, etc. There are orders 
for corn and meal.  There are records for mule raising from 1833-54. 
     The correspondence is not extensive and deals principally with land transactions – 
some of it with his two brothers who had moved to Mississippi. 
     Bills of sale for Negroes ( 1823-38), the deed of an acre of land for a school by Daniel 
Montgomery (1839), and a few miscellaneous papers round out the collection. 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 

Daniel Montgomery 
 
 
1789                   March 25 – Born in Sumner County, Tennessee, son of William and  
                           Jane McMillin Montgomery.  Engaged as surveyor and acquired land in  
                           Sumner, Henry, Obion, and Weakley counties in Tennessee, and in  
                           Madison County, Illinois. Also engaged in extensive farming operations  
                           and operated a grist mill, a sawmill, and a whiskey distillery at Shackle  
                           Island in Sumner County.  
 
1821                   December 7 – Married Sally Garrison. 
 
1822                   Commissioned First Major in the 43rd Regiment, Tennessee State 
                           Militia. 
 
1855                   July 5 – Died at Shackle Island, buried in Beech Cemetery, Sumner  
                           County, Tennessee. 

 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Box 1 
1.         Account book, 1834 
2.        Account book, 1836-1837 
3.        Account book, 1840-1843 
Accounts 
4.        General, 1840–1892 
5.        Receipts – General, 1813-1851 
6.        Orders, n.d. and 1820-1840 
7.        Orders, 1844 
8.        Orders, 1845 
9.        Orders, 1846-1954 
10.      Orders – Whiskey – Blakemore – Cain, 1843-1847 
11.      Orders – Whiskey – Cantrell – Douglas, n.d. and 1844-1845 
12.      Orders – Whiskey – Dunaway – Eidson, n.d. and 1844-1847 
13.      Orders – Whiskey – Franklin, n.d. and 1843-1849 
14.      Orders – Whiskey – Frazer – Gullett, n.d. and 1843-1848 
15.      Orders – Whiskey – Haney – Henry, n.d. and 1842-1847 
16.      Orders – Whiskey – Hodge – Hutchinson, 1844-1845 
17.      Orders – Whiskey – Jefferson – Kirkpatrick, 1841 -1849 
18.      Orders – Whiskey – Kizer – Lyles, 1842-1848 
19.      Orders – Whiskey – McKain – Nye, n.d. and 1844-1847 
20.      Orders – Whiskey – Payne – Rutherford, n.d. and 1843-1845 
21.      Orders – Whiskey – Savely – Thomas, n.d. and 1841-1849 
22.      Orders – Whiskey – Turner – Welty, n.d. and 1844-1848 
23.      Articles of Agreement, 1823 – 1847 
24.      Bills of Sale – Slaves, 1823 – 1838 
 
Box 2 
1.        Clipping – William Montgomery Home, “Old Brick”, 1964 
2.        Correspondence – Incoming – Beazley - Gardner 
3.        Correspondence – Incoming – Hunter, Layton, 1845 
4.        Correspondence – Incoming – Jened – Minter 
5.        Correspondence – Incoming – Montgomery - Phipps 
6.        Correspondence – Incoming – Robison - Waggener 
7.        Correspondence – Montgomery, Daniel, 1829-1847 
8.        Correspondence – Montgomery, John, 1844 
9.        Correspondence – Montgomery, Robert, n.d., and 1834-1843 
10.      Correspondence – Montgomery, William, 1837 
11.      Correspondence – Priestley, John T., 1824 
12.      Court Records – Decree – Read, et al, Sumner County, Chancery Court, 1850 
13.      Court Records – Deposition – Whiteside, W., Illinois Territory, 1809 



14.      Court Records – Depositions – Sumner County, TN, 1840 
15.      Court Records – Executions – Sumner County, TN, 1819 
16.      Court Records – Guardian Settlement – Gibbs, John, 1843 
17.      Court Records – Settlement of Estate – Montgomery, W., 1838-1852 
18.      Election Records – Voting Districts, Sumner County, TN, ca. 1840 
19.      Estate Papers – Dugger, John, 1831-1839 
20.      Genealogical Data – Lewis family 
21.      Inventory – Sale of Property, n.d. and 1828 
Land Records 
22.      Accounts – Surveys 
23.      Boundaries – Montgomery, John, Western District 
24.      Boundary – 1850 
25.      Boundaries – Unidentified, n.d. 
26.      Certificates of Warrant, Davidson and Sumner Counties, TN, 1801-1809 
27.      Certificates of Warrant, Robertson County, TN, 1810-1812 
28.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, July, 1811- June, 1812 
29.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, July-December, 1812 
30.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, 1813 
31.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, January-June, 1814 
32.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, August-December, 1814 
33.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, 1815 
34.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, 1816 
35.      Certificates of Warrant, 1816-1818 
36.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, 1817 
37.      Certificates of Warrant, Sumner County, TN, 1818-1829 
38.      Deeds – Robertson and Sumner Counties, TN, n.d. and 1819-1829 
39.      Deeds – Henry, Sumner, Weakley Counties, TN, 1831-1838 
40.      Deed – School, Sumner County, TN, 1839 
 
Box 3 
Land Records  
1.        Deeds – Sumner County, TN, 1839-1843 
2.        Deeds – Sumner County, TN, 1840-1849 
3.        Deeds – Sumner County, TN, 1844-1854 
4.        Deeds – General – Sumner County, TN, 1803-1818 
5.        Deeds – General – Sumner County, TN 1821-1839 
6.        Accounts – Deeds – Montgomery, William, Sumner County, TN, 1817-1825 
7.        General – Bond, Boundary, Plat, 1830-1841 
8.        Grants – Davidson, Henry, Robertson, Sumner counties, TN, 1788-1826 
9.        Grants – Sumner County, TN, 1831-1832 
10.      Grants – Sumner County, TN, 1844-1850 
11.      Grants – Montgomery, William, Sumner County, TN, 1811-1832 
12.      Grants – Montgomery, William, Robertson County, TN, 1816 



13.      Grants – General – Sumner County, TN, 1810-1826 
14.      Memoranda – Entries – Warrants, Sumner County, TN, n.d. 
15.      Memorandum – Grant – to Jos. Washington, Robertson County, TN, 1845 
16.      Survey – Hadley, Joshua, Sumner County, TN, 1817 
17.      Plats – Davidson and Weakley County, TN and unidentified, n.d. and 1825 
18.      Quit Claim and Relinquishment, 1822 
19.      Legislative Act – The Tippling Law – Tennessee General Assembly, 1846 
20.      Licenses – Agreements – Correspondence – Mule Breeding, 1833-1854 
21.      Patent – Grant – Little and Steel to D. Montgomery, 1846 
22.      Photograph – “Greystone,” 1832 
23.      Powers of Attorney, 1831-1849 
24.      Promissory Notes, 1843-1848 
25.      Receipts – General, n.d. and 1819-1824 
26.      Receipts – General, 1833-1839 
27.      Receipts – General, 1840-1841 
28.      Receipts – General, 1842-1844 
29.      Receipts – General, 1845-1854 
30.      Receipts – School tuition, 1833-1853 
31.      Receipts – Newspaper Subscriptions, n.d. and 1837-1844 
32.      Receipts – Newspaper Subscriptions, n.d. and 1847-1854 
33.      Receipts – Whiskey – Payments, 1833-1842 
34.      School Census – Ninth District, Number County, TN, ca. 1840 
35.      Tax Receipts – Obion, Weakley, Sumner counties, TN, 1817-1829 
36.      Tax Receipts – Obion, Weakley, Sumner counties, TN, 1830-1839 
37.      Tax Receipts – Sumner County, TN, 1840- 1845 
38.      Tax Receipts – Sumner County, TN, 1846-1854 
39.      Warranty Bonds, 1838-1846 

 
 
 
 



INDEX TO CORRESPONDENCE 
 

     This is a name index of  only the correspondence in the Daniel Montgomery Papers.  
The figures in parentheses immediately following the name denote the letters if more 
than one.  The last numbers refer to the box and folder in which the material is to be 
found. 
 
Beazley, Hiram Wm. to Daniel Montgomery, 1854, re: offer to sell oats, 2-2 
Blakemore, James, 1822, re: people entering land on the record, 2-2 
Bondurant, A. G., 1834, re: enclosure of receipt for taxes on land, Obion County,  
 Tennessee, 2-2 
Boyers, R. M. to Daniel Montgomery, 1839, re: requests Montgomery to arbitrate a  
 controversy, 2-2 
Catron, George, W., 1846, re: lands in Mississippi, 2-2 
Charles, George A., 1837, re: land and taxes, 2-2 
Currie, James, 1844, re: land in Weakley County, Tennessee, 2-2 
Davis, J. H., 1857, re: moving into Daniel Montgomery’s house, 2-2 
Dugger, Jarrott, 1840, re: politics and personal reminiscences, 2-2 
Dugger, John C. (2), 1836-1837, re: land in Illinois, 2-2 
Dyer, A. H. (2), n.d. and 1847, re: sends money by Sam; collection of debts, 2-2 
Flacke, James, 1836, re: a distilling receipt enclosed, 2-2 
Gardner, Aldred (2), 1842-1845, re: D. Montgomery’s land in Weakley County,  
 Tennessee, 2-2 
Hunter, Layton (5), 1845, re: purchase of an interest in Reid place, 2-3 
Jened, Edward A., 1837, re: land in Obion County, Tennessee, 2-4 
Lovin, R. W., 1847, re: bargain on house; D. Montgomery’s non-compliance in his terms  
 of rent, 2-4 
Miller, Alex, 1824, re: taxes on land, 2-4 
Minter, John T., 1847, re: prices received for his farm products, 2-4 
Montgomery, Alex, 1848, re: Allegheny lands, 2-5 
Montgomery, Daniel (7), 1829-1847, re: land in Henry, Bedford, and Weakley counties,  
 2-7 
Montgomery, John, 1844, re: hope that Polk is elected, 2-8 
Montgomery, Robert (7), n.d. and 1834-1843, re: life in Canton, Mississippi, 2-9 
Montgomery, William (2), 1837, re: mules sent to him in Mississippi to be sold, 2-10 
Moore, John Henry (2), 1842-1844, re: land in Weakley County, Tennessee, 2-5 
Perry, H. H. to Daniel Montgomery, 1848, re: purchase or rent of house, 2-5 
Phipps, John to Daniel Montgomery, 1838, re: claims against estate of Wade Hampton of  
White County, Illinois, 2-5 
Priestley, John T., 1824, re: costs of a court suit, 2-11 
Robison, George, 184 6, re: land and whiskey, 2-6 
Rockwell, Dennis, 1824, re: land in Illinois, 2-6 



Savely, Samuel to Col. Montgomery, 1849, re: offer to purchase timber, 2-6 
Towell, T., 1844, re: land on Drake’s Creek; Whigs in Williamson County, Tennessee,  
2-6 
Waggener, Richard, 1836, re: land near Dresden, Tennessee, belonging to D.  
Montgomery, 2-6 
 


